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Our Ref:  VN/ek/L201112a 
 
12 November 2020 
 
 
Dear AHS Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I wanted to write to you at the moment, to reinforce how we 
are working together to keep pupils and staff as safe as we can in Anderson High School. 
In addition, in the document enclosed with this letter, you will find details of when we will 
monitor and report on your child’s progress, in light of Covid-19 restrictions. This includes 
assessment information for pupils in S4, S5 and S6. 
 

Return to Indoor Physical Education (PE) 
 
Following an update in the National Physical Education Guidance for Schools, we are now 
permitted to return to indoor PE. At Anderson High School, we have worked closely with 
Shetland Islands Council to consider any risks, to help ensure both pupils and staff are 
safe in our PE department.   At this point, we are not yet using our changing rooms, 
therefore we ask pupils to come to school on PE days with suitable clothing and footwear 
for physical activity.   
 

Lunches at AHS 
 
Hot lunches are now available once more at our canteen, along with other items like 
sandwiches and wraps. Pupils will continue to have a staggered release for lunch. S1 will 
continue to eat their lunch in the School Hall, where we have set up tables. S5, S4 and S3 
will continue to rotate their lunchtimes over in the Clickimin multi-use area, where hot 
lunches will be sold from the adjoining kitchen area i.e. pupils are able to buy a lunch at 
the multi-use area. Shetland Recreational Trust staff supervise this space, monitoring the 
seating and tables. S4 will then start their 3 week period from Monday 16 November. 
Pupils can still bring in their own packed lunches to any dining area and should not share 
food items with friends. 
 

SIC Catering Services 
 
SIC Catering Services, as part of SIC Children’s Services, manage the provision of meals 
in all Shetland schools. The Council is considering how best to deliver meals in AHS 
longer term, including cashless payment. When local authority decisions are taken, I will 
be able to share more information with you. 
 

Anderson High School 
North Loch Drive 
Lerwick 
Shetland 
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Head Teacher: Valerie M L Nicolson 
 

 
Tel:   (01595) 808008 
 

E-mail:  ahs@shetland.gov.uk 
 

Website:  www.anderson.shetland.sch.uk 
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Covid-19: Continuing Expectations to keep us Safe at School 
 
Pupils at AHS are following our Covid-19 advice very well, every day. Our expectations 
include: 

 wearing face coverings (see below) 

 washing hands for 20 seconds 

 using the hand sanitiser stations at the front door, around the school, and in 
Clickimin 

 coughing and sneezing into elbows 

 going straight to Period 1 class, having a staggered lunch start, having a staggered 
end to the day 

 following the one-way system around the ground floor and galleries 

 staying with your own friendship group 

 staying 2 metres from staff wherever possible 
 

Face Coverings – at school, on the bus and in shops 

 
Please send your child to school with a face covering, as secondary school pupils 
must wear one when they arrive in school, around corridors and circulation spaces, at 
lunch when not eating and leaving school. Also, if your child leaves the school site at 
lunchtime, they must wear a face covering in local shops, and not gather in groups 
around entrances and door ways. Please make sure your child wears their face covering 
on all school transport, as well as public service buses. Please talk about the importance 
of this at home. Pupils with a documented medical reason for not wearing a face covering 
can carry an exemption card (available from the School Office). 

 

On-going Communication with our Parents and Carers 
 
In line with national guidance: 

 please only come into school when you have an appointment for an essential 
matter; 

 please wear a face covering when you are dropping off or picking up in school 
grounds, and 

 it remains not possible to hold face-to-face parents’ evenings. We are keeping in 
touch with families in each year group as reports are issued, and individually 
through Pupil Support Teachers and Depute Head Teachers.  
 

Our Parent Council will meet on 18 November 2020 by V Scene. We will continue to try to 
arrange online events eg the Virtually Safe Virtually Sound On-line Safety event last week.  
 
As well as regularly up-dating our website www.anderson.shetland.sch.uk, emailing, 
writing letters and phoning, we are planning to share school information on a Facebook 
page. The Anderson High School Facebook Page is now being trialled at 
https://www.facebook.com/Anderson-High-School-Lerwick-121992546308145  This page 
is for information only and the target audience is parents, carers, pupils and staff.  It should 
allow us to make any important announcements and to celebrate success, mirroring the 
key messages from the school website.  Please note we will not be able to reply to any 
messages on Facebook and they will be removed.  If you require to contact the school, 
please do so by phone or email as usual.   
 

http://www.anderson.shetland.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Anderson-High-School-Lerwick-121992546308145
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Please be assured that we will follow NHS Shetland and SIC Children’s Services advice 
quickly if we need to get in touch with you about a Covid-19 related matter eg self-
isolation, or a group of pupils being asked to go home. We are thinking carefully about 
remote learning and supporting pupils at home if that were to be the case, but we hope our 
health and safety strategies will help the school to stay safe and open as much as 
possible. 

 
Computer availability at home  
 
Once again, I am asking you to think about the access your child has to a computer at 
home. If you feel that it is difficult for your child to complete online homework tasks, or that 
it would not be possible for them to work well at home were the school to be fully or 
partially closed, please can you speak with Pupil Support Teacher on 01595 808008. 
 

Views on home learning – Parental and Pupil Surveys 
 
At the end of term, we sought the advice of pupils about on-line learning. They told us 
about what would make things better for them and I have shared their advice with all 
teachers. We have kept open the parental survey www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/VM38ZJ/until 
Friday 27 November 2020. Any comments you make we will pass onto AHS teachers, to 
help us improve our work. Thanks to those of you who have completed this survey. 
 

Some Health and Well Being Questions 
 
Feeling anxious about school work or deadlines? Pupils can speak directly with their 
class teachers or you can phone Pupil Support Teachers for a chat. 

 
Thinking about the help you might need? Speak with Pupil Support Teachers or Mrs 
Phillips and Ms Grant in Support for Learning. 
 
Feeling unwell? Follow the NHS Shetland advice at the end of this letter. 
 
 

Information from SIC Children’s Services – Finance 
 
Please see below the links to relevant webpages for further information on how to apply 
online for: 

 Clothing Grants and Free School Meals  
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/ClothingGrants.asp  

 EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance) 
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/EMA.asp#educationmaintenanceallowance  

 Free Period Products - http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/Periodequality.asp - 

Free Period Products are available to all young people attending school. Pupils can 

complete an order form linked on the website to sign up to a 3 monthly subscription 

or for a trial one-off 3 month supply.  Products are delivered straight to the pupils’ 

homes. 

http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/ClothingGrants.asp
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/EMA.asp#educationmaintenanceallowance
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/education/Periodequality.asp
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Information for S4, S5 and S6 
 
S4: Scottish Qualifications Arrangements for S4 Pupils at AHS  
Following the Scottish Government announcement, there will be no external assessment 
for National 5 courses this session – either by exam or by coursework. National 5 courses 
will now be assessed by teacher judgement over the year, supported by assessment 
resources and quality assurance. We will no longer be holding a National 5 prelim diet 
of examinations in 2020-21. These were planned for early January and are now cancelled. 
 
S5/6: Scottish Qualifications Arrangements for S5/6 Pupils at AHS 

 National 5 Courses in S5/6 – please see paragraph above for the information 
about National 5’s. 

 Highers and Advanced Highers - at this time, are still to be assessed by exams in 
May 2021, including the completion of coursework where appropriate. If Highers 
and Advanced Higher exams do go ahead, they are planned to run from 10 May 
2021 to 04 June 2021. You can find more information about the SQA timetable at 
www.sqa.org.uk  However, there will be national contingency arrangements for 
Highers and Advanced Highers, by February 2021, taking into account public health 
advice, if the exams cannot go ahead. 

 S5/6 Prelims - we had planned to run a diet of S5/6 prelims in early February 2021. 
These will not now be able to take place, given current health advice. However, if 
national advice in February is that SQA Exams for Highers and Advanced Highers 
are to take place in May 2021, we will consider running a Higher and Advanced 
Higher prelim diet in March 2021. This would give an exam experience, if we are 
permitted to do so. 

 
Additional Support Needs – pupils who have recognised additional support needs, in 
respect of SQA qualifications, will continue be supported by Mrs Phillips and Mrs Grant’s 
teams. They are working hard to make sure whatever assessment or examination process 
takes place, AHS pupils get the special arrangements they are entitled to. 
 

S4, S5 and S6 Assessment Calendar - Term 2, 2020-21 
 
As our departments receive more information from the SQA about their subjects, please 
find attached the key assessments taking place in AHS to the end of 2020. By the end of 
this term, we will try to publish our assessment calendar for January to March 2021, and 
thereafter one for April to May 2021. When reading the AHS Assessment Calendar, please 
remember: 

 Things can change: due to health and safety we may have to alter the calendar if 
staff or pupils are absent; 

 It is an overview: class teachers will give pupils the details of the assessments, and 

 Help is available: pupils should speak with class teachers or Pupil Support 
Teachers if they are concerned about time management. 

 
Arrangements for National 1 to 4 courses remain unchanged, with continuous assessment 
in class. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mr Redman, Mr Robertson or Mrs Scollay, if we can 
help in any way at this time. 
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 
Valerie M L Nicolson 
Head Teacher 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/
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If your child displays any of the key symptoms listed by the NHS below:  
 

 

 

 

… please self refer for a COVID test following the link on the right hand 
side of the NHS Shetland website at www.shb.scot.nhs.uk/  
 
 
 

 

http://www.shb.scot.nhs.uk/

